From:
Papier, Joel (NIH/OD)

Sent:
Tuesday, September 27, 2005 3:25 PM

To:
List ICTRAVELPOC-L

Cc:
Stith, Kenneth  (NIH/OD); Howard, Florence (NIH/OD); Grant, Ellen (NIH/OD/ORS); Hayden, Thomas (NIH/OD/ORS); Sheelor, Marisa (NIH/OD/ORS); Chiacchierini, Kathy (NIH/NBS); 'Cforkkio@owt.net'; 'sjoseph@owt.net'; OD-Budget Officers Long; Sieber, Anna (NIH/OD)

Subject:
OFM Transmittal No. 225 - Traveling Under a Continuing Resolution - FY 2006

Importance:
High

All,
By this correspondence, OFM is authorizing our Travel Management Center, OMEGA, to release refundable tickets to travelers departing through Monday, October 3, 2005.   At this time, we know that only two of eleven appropriations bills have been signed into law.  HHS/Labor is not one of them.  Thus, we believe that the Congress will send a stopgap Continuing Resolution (CR) bill to the President some time w/in the next couple of days, that will provide funding through some specified period of time.  But we have nothing definitive in this regard.  So w/ October 1 falling on a Saturday, this office is issuing the following guidance.  Procurement of only contract city-pair airfare tickets may be authorized for travel taking place through Monday, October 3, 2005 w/ this exception: If the destination (hub market) to which the employee is traveling does not have a contract city-pair airfare, and if use of non-contract carrier service is properly justified in accordance w/ the FTR and corresponding HHS travel policy, then this office is authorizing OMEGA agents to issue non-contract carrier airfare tickets, as well.  Therefore, travelers may pick up their tickets but must be advised that these tickets may not be used absent funding for FY 2006 in the form of an appropriations bill or a CR. This policy is applicable to all travel including sponsored travel and trips covered by funds other than annual appropriations. Each Travel Authorization should be annotated to read, "Pending Availability of FY 06 Funds".  

A good website for following the progress of the funding bills is FederalNewsRadio at this address:

http://federalnewsradio.com/index.php?nid=68
Please make wide distribution of this information to your respective IC communities.

This office will keep you apprised of further developments and will update this guidance as soon as more information becomes available.
Should you have any questions, please contact Joel Papier on 301-496-4379 or Ken Stith on 301-402-8831.
