From:
Papier, Joel (NIH/OD) [E]

Sent:
Thursday, October 25, 2007 12:13 PM

To:
List ICTRAVELPOC-L

Cc:
Stith, Kenneth (NIH/OD) [E]; Haskell, Maryanne (NIH/OD) [C]; Howard, Florence (NIH/OD) [E]; Sieber, Anna (NIH/OD) [E]; Rogerson, Anne (NIH/NIAID) [C]; NIH Executive Officers

Subject:
OFM Transmittal No. 310 - GSA Bulletin FTR 08-02 - Impact on Travel/Relocation in the California Wildfire Areas

Attachments:
FTR Bulletin 08-02.pdf

All,

The attached bulletin provides guidance on Temporary Duty (TDY) Travel and Relocation to areas impacted by the wildfires in California.  More specifically, certain provisions of the Federal Travel Regulation (FTR) governing the authorization of actual subsistence expenses for official travel (both TDY and relocation) are temporarily waived as a result of the Emergency Declaration signed by the President on October 23, 2007.  It is expected that finding lodging facilities and/or adequate meals in the affected areas may be difficult, and distances involved may be great resulting in increased costs for per diem expenses.

At this time, ICs should consider delaying all non-essential TDY travel and relocation to the following affected areas for a period of 90 days from the date of the Presidential Emergency Declaration: The counties of Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, Santa Barbara, and Ventura in the State of California.  This is especially important with relocation travel in that the 120-day maximum for temporary quarters subsistence expense (TQSE) cannot be extended due to statutory restrictions.

ICs may authorize actual expense reimbursement for per diem expenses on a blanket basis as opposed to an individual case-by-case basis, for travel to the affected areas.  For employees assigned to those areas where lodging is not available, the provisions of FTR 301-11.8 state that the agency may authorize the per diem rate for the location where lodging is obtained.  In addition, ICs may approve (for conferences, meetings, etc., that are already under way in the affected areas, no further justification is required) actual subsistence expense reimbursement.  In all of the above scenarios, the provisions of FTR 301-11.303 limiting actual expenses not to exceed 300 percent of the applicable per diem rate for the locality remain in effect.

Should we receive any additional guidance from the Assistant Secretary for Administration and Management (ASAM)/OS, we will pass that information along to you in the most expeditious manner.

Please make wide distribution of this transmittal to your respective IC travel communities.

Joel
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